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CONPIDENTIAL KABUL 4905 
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TAGS: PEPR, PDIP, AP, JA 

1. THE GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED DAILY "KABUL TIMES" 

ANNOUNCED JUNE 13 THAT THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OP 
APGHANISTAN (DRA) HAD RECEIVED AGREMENT POR THE 
APPOINTMENT OF ENGINEER ABDUL HAMID MOHTAT AS 
AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN. 

2. MOHTAT IS IN HIS MID-THIRTIES, AND MAJORED IN 
ENGINEERING IN THE SOVIET UNION PROM 1964 TO 1969. 

HE HAD ATTAINED THE RANK OP MAJOR OR LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL IN THE AFGHAN ARMY'S SIGNAL CORPS AT THE 
TIME OP THE MOHAMMAD DAOUD COUP IN 1973, DURING 
WHICH HE PLAYED AN INSTRUMENTAL ROLE. HE WAS 
SUBSEQUENTLY NAMED THE MINISTER OP COMMUNICATIONS. 

3. MOHTAT WAS EXPELLED PROM THE CABINET IN APRIL, 

1974, ESTENSIBLY FOR CRITIZING DAOUD'S LEADERSHIP, 

BUT MOST PROBABLY BECAUSE OP HIS LEPTIST POLIT- 
CAL ACTIVITY. HE IS RUMORED TO HAVE BEEN CLOSELY 
INVOLVED IN THE REVOLUTION WHICH OVERTHREW DAOUD 
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IN APRIL OP THIS YEAR. 

4. MOHTAT IS A LONG-TIME LEPTIST AND MEMBER OP 

THE "KHALQ" PACTION OP THE PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
OP APGHANISTAN. HE IS REPORTEDLY A CONPIDANT OF 
BABRAK KARMAL, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER OP APGHANISTAN. 

MOHTAT SPEAKS RUSSIAN, ENGLISH, AND PARSE 
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5. COMMENT: THE APPOINTMENT OE MOHTAT TO TOKYO IS 
RELATIVELY PUZZLING SINCE THE NEW REGIME DOES NOT POSSESS 
A PLETHORA OE TRUSTED LEFTISTS WHO HAVE HAD EVEN 
AS MUCH ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE AS THE NEW AMBASSADOR. 
CONCEIVABLY, THE NEW LEADERSHIP MAY WISH TO TEST 
MOHTAT'S LOYALTY DURING HIS "EXILE" IN JAPAN, SO FAR PROM 
POLITICAL EVENTS IN THIS COUNTRY. 

ZMSTUTZ 
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